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The Good Things of the World
WHEN we have been invited to a banquet we take what is set
before us.    If a guest should ask the host to set before him
fish or sweet cakes he would be considered to be an unreasonable
fellow, but in the world we ask the gods for what they do not give 5
and we do this though the things are many which they have given.
Epictetus
Its Day Will Come
No lie ever grows old.
Euripides
Madonna's Prayer
HOLY angels and blest,
Through those palms as ye sweep
Hold their branches at rest,
For my Babe is asleep.
And ye Bethlehem palm-trees,
As stormy winds rush
In tempest and fury,
Your angry noise hush ;
More gently, more gently,
Restrain your wild sweep ;
Hold your branches at rest;
My Babe is asleep.
Lope de Vega, 16th-century Spanish poet
Love's Farewell
QINCE there's no help, come let us kiss and part,
O* Nay, I have done, you get no more of me ;
And I am glad, yea, glad with all my heart,
That thus so cleanly I myself can free ;
Shake hands for ever, cancel all our vows,
And when we meet at any time again,
Be it not seen in either of our brows
That we one jot of former love retain.
Now at the last gasp of love's latest breath,
When his pulse failing, passion speechless lies,
When faith is kneeling by his bed of death,
And innocence is closing up his eyes,
Now if thou would'st, when all have given him ever,
From death to life thou might'st him yet recover 1
^Michael Drayton